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CITY OF LEBANON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MINUTES

DATE: September 6, 2017
TIME: 5:30 p.m.

Members present were: John Magness, Robert Kaufman, and Jack Brooks. Also present City
Planner Meredith Snyder.

The first agenda item is consideration of the minutes from the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting
of August 2, 2017. A motion was made by Mr. Brooks and was seconded by Mr. Magness. Mr.
Kaufman abstained due to his absence from the meeting. The motion passed with two votes in the
affirmative.

BZA-17-09-01 Side Yard Set Back Variance Request for 205 Leather Leaf Lane

Request by Brendan and Jamee Spatz for a side yard setback Variance to Ch. 1133.15.B.11 to allow a
swimming pool in the rear yard of the residence with a five (5) foot setback where ten (10) is required.

The next item is new business. An application submitted by Brendan and Jamee Spatz for side yard
setback Variance to Ch. 1133.15.B.11 to allow a swimming pool in the rear yard of the residence with
a five (5) foot setback where ten (10) is required. The property is zoned Residential One B (Rl-B).
Ms. Snyder summarized this agenda item and the staff report, a motion was made Mr. Kaufman to
open the public hearing. The motion was seconded by Mr. Brooks.

Mr. Brendan Spatz, the applicant briefly discussed the requested variance. He stated a fence
would go up as a part of the request. Mr. Kaufman asked where the individuals who wrote the
email lived. Mr. Spatz stated that they lived next door. Mr. Magness asked if the request had
gone to the homeowners association. Mr. Spatz stated that it would go there after this. There was
a brief discussion regarding the neighbors who were notified.

A motion was made to close the public hearing by Mr. Kaufman and seconded by Mr. Brooks.
Next, a motion was made by Mr. Kaufman and was seconded by Mr. Brooks to approve the
request, subject to the following conditions:

1. All required City and County permits shall be approved prior to beginning any related
work on the sign.

The roll was called as follows: Mr. Brooks, Yes; Mr. Kaufman, Yes; Mr. Magness, Yes;

Other Business

Staff noted the upcoming cases for the October meeting and the November meeting. Ms. Snyder
also asked for feedback from the board regarding shortening our notification deadlines. She
indicated that other jurisdictions have 20 day newspaper requirements and 10 day mailed notice
requirements and that the City's current requirements are a 30 day newspaper notice with a 20 day
mailed notice requirement. She also indicated that a change would need to be a zoning code
amendment that would go before the Planning Commission and City Council. And could happen
early next year. Mr. Magness mentioned that this had been discussed prior and there was also talk
of eliminating the newspaper requirement because it was not used. Mr, Brooks said that in his
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experience it is a very long wait. Ms. Snyder said that the mailed out notices normally generate
the most feedback and more days gives individuals more time to call and ask questions or arrange
to come to the meeting. She also stated that a 10 or 15 day mail out is still a good amount of time.

Ms. Snyder also mentioned that there are other ways to notify individuals of a hearing. Some
community's will do a sign in the yard in addition to the newspaper. Staff will be looking at
Planning Commission and BZA's deadlines because they can both go onto council at the same
time. The need for a change was especially evident in the next two cases. One was submitted a day
after the newspaper notice was due, which is also one week prior to it being posted and adds
additional time on to the schedule.

Mr. Brooks asked why a 10 day might not be sufficient. Ms. Snyder stated that we need the extra
time to allow for forwarding if the County's listed address was not correct or time to mail out a
returned notice to the newer address listed.

Mr. Magness stated that in all the years he has been involved the most interest is generated from
the mailings. He asked if the notices are posted on the website. Ms. Snyder stated that the full
packet is posted on the website a week prior to the meeting. Mr. Kaufman stated that he had no
objections to shortening the amount of time.

Ms. Snyder stated that once the proposed code changes are narrowed down they will be brought
to the board prior to going to the Planning Commission and City Council.

There being no further business, Mr. Brooks made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Mr.
Kaufman. Meeting adjourned.
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